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THOMAS K. SMALL HOUSE HABS No. MA-767

Located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Highland Road
and Qld King's Highway in %The Highlands," in North Truro, Barnetablie
County, Massachuzetis,

Building number 15-) in Cape Cod National Seashore.

Owpers: Miss Elizabeth B, Clarkson and Miss Claire Flamagan, both of
76 Remsen Street, Brooklym 1, New York.

Use: Summer residence, partly for reatal,
Date of erection: ea. 1820/30.

This is an example of & traditional Cspe Cod “houwse-and-a-half® with
overhanging gables., It was ouned by & prosperocus farmer of the mid~
nineteenth century. It is claseified as a historic structure in the
Cape Cod Naticnal Seashore,

PART I, HISTORICAL INFORMATION

No documents pertaining to the construction of this house are kmowm
to exist; therefore, the dats of construction cannet be fixed exactly.
However, by visuval exsmingtion and comparison with other houses of
established dats, this house can be assigned with some certainty to the
decade 1820/30, The low exterior walls, with the windew frames directly
under the plate, represent a form of cmstruction which persisted on the
Lower Cape until about 1830, which is thus the latest reascnable date of
erections The roof structure consists of straight-sawn rafters with the
planking nailed parallel to the ridges a kdnd of construction which ap~
peared on the Lower Cape about 1820, which is thus the earliest reascn=-
able date of erection. The interior has been siripped of msntels and
other woodwork which would give additional ¢lues,

The original owner of the house has not been discovered. The
earliest known ouner was Thomas Kenney Small (1821~189k), son of Colomel
Joshua Small (who owned and occupied the Isamc Small houee, which was
then the next adjoining property to the souths The Ieaac Small House
is bullding number 16-2 in Cape Cod National Seashore and is also in
HABS), Themas Kenney Small probably purchased the house about the time
of his marrisge, in 1853, The house is indicated by the name T. K. Small
on the "Map of the Counties of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket, Massachu-
setts," published by Henry F. Walling, New York, 1858. The house is
aleo indicated 7. K. Small on folio 77 of the Atlas of Bgrnstable County,
Masgachusetts, published in Boston, 1880,
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Thomas K. Small was 3 farmer, and the part of Trurc where he
lived, known as “"The Highlands,"™ was considered one of the richest
farwing distriets on Lower Cape Cod. After the degth of Thomas K,
Small, in 189, the house was occupied by his widow, Jerushs Maria
Small, who lived umtil 1921, Her sm Edward Larkin Small ran the
farm for his mother and lived in the house until some date after 1925,
The house was eventually inherited by Tilley Small, daughter of Thomss
K. 3mall. 3Jke laft the house to her kinsman, John Small of Provincetown,
who sold it to George Hemond., In 1961, shertly before his dsath, George
Hemond sold the house to Miss Elizabeth B, Clarkson amd Miss Claire
Flamagan, who own it jointly.

The preseding account was derived from interviews with Professor
Leroy James Cook, wic ouns the Isaac Smell House md is a dsseendant
of the Samll family; from the gensalogical charts in pessession of
Prefessor Ceok; from an imnterview with Mizs Elizabeth Clarkson; amd
from an interview with Mrs. Ruth Dyer of Truro. PFerther facts ahowt
Thomas K. Small and his wife were found in the Vital Records of Trwre,
Massachusetts (Boston, 1933), pp. 225, 226, 235, and om their gravestones
in the Noarth Truro Cemstery,

Further information might be obtained from Mrs. Gecrge Hémond, who
lives mnext dox to the Thomas K. Small House, and from Mr. Johm Hall
of Provincetown, A detailed search of the Barnstable Ceunty deed records
might reveal the original owner.

Miss Elizabeth Clarkson has & photograph of the house takem from
the northwest oa. 1900. .

Tke principal addition to the heuse 1s am ell, on the merth, which
vas doubtless btuili as a summer kitchen, after the usual fashioam, The
ell may have besn built by Thomss X, Small and could be dated as late as
the 1850's. The only specifie evidsnes for this date is cme 2-panel
Oreek Revival door remaining in situ. Otherwise the ell has been complstely
remodelled (before 1961) with knctty pine panelling, largs windows, and
modern kiitchen squipment. A porch was also added on the west side of ths
ell by George Hemond. In 1962 Misses Clarkson and Flanagan added a dormer
to the weat side of the ell roof. In the origimal part of the houss
the old kitchea fireplace and mantel havs been rebuilt modern. The
fireplaces and mantels in the front rooms have besn capletely removed,
The wimdow sashes have been replaced. A modern bathroom fills the
former small hedroam off the original ikdicher., The garret has been
remodeslled as a small apartment for rental,

Prepared by:

Ernest Alien Comnally
National Park Service
Cape Cod Survey II
Truro fleld office
August, 1962
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THOMAS K. SMALL HOUGSE HABS No. MA-767 (Page 3)

Located at the souwtlnrest corner of the intersection of Highland
Road and 0l1d King's Nighway in North Truro, Barmstable County,
Masaachusetts,

Buildiag number 15.1 in Cape Cod Wational Seashore.

Omer: Miss Elizabeth B. Clarksou and Miss Claire Flanagan, both of
76 Remsen Street, Brooklyn 1, New York

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Ths Thomas X, Small House is a ons and a half stery Caps Cod
Thouse-and-a-half® of wood construction amd covered with wood shingles.
The reetangular house faces south and has a modernissd north e¢ll,.

This well maintained house is surrcunded by residential lom amd
planting.

The main structure’s over-all dimensions are 25!'-10% em the
south by 27'=T" n the west, The walls are plank constrectiem
covered by wood shingles (on the outsids and plastered on the inside), .
The frame is post and beam. Thers is a modern enclosed porch to the
wast of the narth ell, all exterior doors have red brick stoeps.
The ons red brick chimney is at the center of the main houwse and at
the ridge.

The front door is on the scuth side and has six pansls. The
north e1l has come modern door, cne two vertical panel Creek Revival
door and ons late ninsteenth century door with etchsd glass. Windews
have 12/12 light double humg sash, The top of the sash is right wnder
the exterior box cormice. Omly the soutk side of the house has exterior,
wooden blinds, The gable roof is covered with woodem shingles and the
roof plamks run parallel to the ridge, and ars supperted by rafters
with small 3/ round reeded sdges. There is a simple boxed cormice.
The roof kas an overhanging gable end and there iz ones dormer in the
north ¢l1,

The first floor has a center chimmey, two main fromt romms, a
large north room and an ell, The first floor has a main south fropt
entry hall and stair, which are flanlked on either side by primary
rooms. The ome to the sonthsast, however, is quite small, To the
north of ths mair house is the largest room, the old kitchen, new
a living room. To the west of this living roam are two small rooms,
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ons of them a modern bath. The nerth ¢ll emtains one large modsrm
kiichen., The second floor has a medern apartment consisting of four
roems and 2 bath, There is a brick circular Caps Cod cellar umder
the main house snd a modern basement under the morth ell,

The one stair runs in the cemter of the howse from the south
door to ths center chimney om the second fleer. The flooring is
random width planking from 8% to 1k®, The flooring in the scutheast
room has bean altered and at present runs in two directions. There
is jest enough surface evidence tc hint at a side entrance (east zide)
and a stair running from sast to west in the area that is now the
southeast room, which would have been common in the Cape Ced house
and & half.

The walls and ceiling are plastsr, except inm the north ell
wvhere there is knoity pine. The old idtchen of the main house has
wainsceting with 20" boards, The fireplace walls are not arigiaal.
All trim is painted wood and seems to match the eriginal., All ine
terior doors are six panel painted wood, The hardware is iron with
1ift latehes on the doors, Light is from modern electric lamps and
heat is central, There is a rebuilt fireplace in the old kitchen.

The house is in sight of the Highland Lighthouse. Thers is a
small modern fence to the west of the house, which sncloses a modera

Lagld# e

National Park Service
Cape Cod Survey II
Traro fisld office
July 26, 1962
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